Job picture bright for UM Class of \u2778 by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
12-1-1978 
Job picture bright for UM Class of '78 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Job picture bright for UM Class of '78" 
(1978). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 29752. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/29752 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
news
in fo rm a tio n  s e r v ic e s  •  u n iv e r s ity  o f  m o n ta n a  •  m is so u la . m o n ta n a  59812 •  (406) 243 2522
IMMEDIATELY JOB PICTURE BRIGHT dwyer/jg
FOR UM CLASS OF '78 12/1/78
state + weeklies
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana class of 1978 has generally fared well in the job market 
according to a study just completed by the UM Career Planning and Placement Service.
Placement director Don Hjelmseth reports that 99 per cent of the graduates with 
elementary teaching certificates and 92 per cent of those with secondary (high school) 
teaching credentials were satisfactorily placed. In all other fields, 90 per cent 
of the graduates were satisfactorily placed.
Dr. Hjelmseth explained that the term "satisfactorily placed" includes the 
following categories: 1) employed in the field of study; 2) placed outside the field,
graduate school, or homemaker, and 3) not actively seeking employment, or military.
Starting salaries were best for graduates in certain areas of science and 
business, Dr. Hjelmseth said.
Graduates with high success in finding employment in their field of study are 
those who majored in speech pathology and audiology, computer science, geology, 
mathematics, accounting, finance, business management, marketing, forestry (which 
included full-time, seasonal and temporary employment), recreation, journalism, radio 
and television.
The demand for teachers continues to increase, with highest employment found 
for those in English, counseling and guidance, home economics, library science, 
mathematics, music education, psychology (with an additional major or minor), reading 
science, elementary teaching, and special education. Approximately half those in 
special education teach in the public schools and half work for regional services or 
child development centers.
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School-of-Education graduates averaged starting salaries of approximately 
$9,600 a year.
Highest average monthly starting salaries are $1,250 in pharmacy, geology, 
and computer science; $1,200 in chemistry, and $1,175 in mathematics.
Business graduates commanded monthly salaries of $1,150 in accounting and 
$1,000 in finance, management, and marketing.
Forestry graduates averaged $975 a month; journalism graduates, $925, and 
art, drama, and music performance majors, $870.
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